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Holiday Book Drive!
For every copy of Among Giants sold this holiday season, 

Whale Trust will donate one copy of Among Giants to 
school libraries across 
the country! For more 
information, contact 
apirnia@whaletrust.org.

Also, be sure to check 
out the iPad app for 
Among Giants: A Life 
with Whales! See the story 
come alive with narration 
by Flip Nicklin, whale song and underwater humpback  
whale video! 

Save the Dates! 555554155555

Play Maui’s only 18-hole private golf course and 
enjoy incredible ocean views while supporting 

Whale Trust.  Get a hole-in-one and you could be 
the lucky winner of a new Mercedes!  

whale tales 2013 
FEBRUARY 16 – 18

Maui Theatre, Lahaina

For details on all events and to stay abreast of Whale Trust news:  
Like Whale Trust on Facebook, email info@whaletrust.org to join  

our mailing list, or visit our website at www.whaletrust.org

Whale Tales is an opportunity 
to learn about whales from world-
renowned scientists, photographers 
and !lmmakers through a series 
of presentations, bene!t whale 
watches and receptions. Funds 

raised support permitted whale research in and around Maui. 
Whale Tales 2013 promises to be another exciting event. 

Some of the ‘13 presenters include: Richard Ellis, leading 
marine conservationist,  Dr. Greg Stone, Chief Scientist for 
Conservation Int’l., Tom Fitz, Emmy award-winning natural 
history cinematographer, and Ford Cochran, Director of 
Programming for National Geographic.

Program details and advance ticket purchases will be 
announced in December. Email info@whaletrust.org to join 
our email list or call (808) 572-5700 to request information 
by mail.

New Faces at Whale Trust 

We are currently seeking hole sponsors.  Please contact Terri Marino 

at (808) 572-5700 or tmarino@whaletrust.org for details.

W E L C O M E ,  N E W  S T A F F  M E M B E R S ! 
Terri Marino joins Whale Trust as our Director of Development & 

Outreach. Terri comes to Whale Trust with a wealth of experience in 
non-profit management, fundraising, marketing and public relations 
and previously held positions with J.P. Morgan and Habitat for 
Humanity. Terri is looking forward to getting to know Whale Trust 
supporters so feel free to contact her at tmarino@whaletrust.org or  
(808) 572-5700.

Azi Pirnia is Whale Trust’s new 
Office Manager, replacing long 
time office manager Marcy Lynn. Azi comes to Whale Trust with 
several years of office management experience, a strong accounting 
background and a BA degree in biology with a specialization in 
animal science. Azi loves to spend time on the water and is an avid 
kite boarder. You can email Azi at apirnia@whaletrust.org.

W E L C O M E ,  G A R R Y  W E B E R !
Whale Trust is pleased to welcome Garry Weber to its 

Board of Directors. Garry is the CEO and Chairman of the 
Board of Weber Financial Inc., a full service investment 
firm located in Dallas, Texas.

Dedicated to public service, Garry was elected to serve 
as a Dallas County Judge and served on the Dallas County 
Council from 1969-1976. He is the recipient of the 1998 Southern Methodist University 
(SMU) Distinguished Alumni Award and served on the Board of Trustees for a 12-year 
term. Currently, he serves on the SMU Cox School of Business Executive Board and 
the SMU Investment Committee, where he co-led a fundraising effort that raised $542 
million. An avid outdoor and wildlife enthusiast, Garry is a current member of the Council 
of Advisors for Research, Exploration and Conservation for the National Geographic Society 
and a member of The Explorers Club.

Garry and his wife, Donna, have participated and supported the work of Whale Trust since 
its inception.

Support Whale Research  
and Education and Your  

Gift will be Doubled
We have just launched our annual fund drive, which is a 

vital source of unrestricted funds for Whale Trust. Thanks 
to the generosity of board members, Karen & Pat Cochran 
and Garry & Donna Weber, all donations made during the 

drive will be matched dollar for dollar up to $10,000!  
Make a gift online at www.whaletrust.org or mail it to 

Whale Trust, PO Box 243, Makawao, HI 96768.

Create a Legacy

Including Whale Trust in your estate 
plan can reduce tax burdens while 
ensuring your long-term support for 
the issues you care about. Contact us to 
discuss the many ways you can make a 
planned gift, and please notify us if you 
have already included Whale Trust in your 
plans so we can honor your support. Call 
Terri Marino at (808) 572-5700.

Whale
ales

Join Us in Sharing Whale Trust Books  
with Schools Across the CountryAnnual golf tournament 

FEBRUARY 3, 2013
King Kamehameha Golf Club



Whale Tales 2012 was another giant success 
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organizations that specialize in humpback whale 

research off Maui: Whale Trust, Center for Whale 

Studies, and Hawaii Whale Research Foundation.

Whale 

Tales was 

sponsored by 

Makana Aloha 

Foundation 

and held 

at the Ritz-

Carlton, 

Kapalua. An 

estimated 

1,500 people participated in the weeklong 

program, which offered presentations by world-

renowned whale researchers and photographers, 

children’s educational programs, book signings, 

IZIRMRK�IZIRXW��ERH�FIRI½X�[LEPI�[EXGLIW�PIH�F]�

Whale Tales presenters. 

“While there are many whale events held on 

Maui each year, what makes Whale Tales special 

and unique is the sense of community surrounding 

the event,” says Meagan Jones, Executive Director 

of Whale Trust. “Whale Tales isn’t about just one 

organization. At its heart, Whale Tales symbolizes 

the spirit of collaboration within Maui’s whale 

research community.”

Whale Tales keynote presenter  
Dr. Bruce Mate with Linda Nicklin.

Whale Tales 2012 Raises $30,000 to Support  
Maui Whale Research
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Community OutreachMahalo!
To help answer this question, Whale Trust researchers collected 

twenty-eight samples of blubber from free-ranging male and female 
humpbacks in Hawaii (breeding grounds) and off British Columbia 
(feeding grounds) in 2012. Samples were collected using a biopsy 
darting system that has been used extensively with humpbacks 

(see photo), and that is known 
to be both reliable and to evoke 
minimal reactions from hump-
backs. Samples are currently be-
ing analyzed by Dr. Gunars Valkirs 
from Makana Aloha Foundation, 
biotechnology teacher, Stephen 
Cornell, and two of his most 
promising high school students, 
Josh Goshtra and Haley Orr, from 
Lahainaluna High School (LLHS). 
The project is part of a new sci-
ence education initiative by Whale 
Trust to engage local students in 
marine science programs on Maui. 
LLHS student, Tihani Cadiam 

Moore, created a video for PBS on the project and is currently 
featured on our website (see education page). 

ARE FEMALE HUMPBACKS ATTRACTED TO MALE SINGERS?

For decades, biologists have theorized and written that female 
humpbacks use songs 
produced by males 
as a mechanism to 
choose mates during 
the breeding season. 
However, there is little, 
if any, direct evidence 
that this occurs! This 
year, we will begin the 
½VWX�TLEWI�SJ�E�QYPXM�
year study to address 
this ageless question 
by conducting natural 
(monitoring female 
movements to nearby 
singers) and playback 
experiments (i.e., playing back song recordings produced by male 
humpbacks) to female humpback whales in different reproductive 
states off the coast of Maui. 

Whale Trust Research News

HUMPBACK WHALE SONG PROJECT BEGINS  
NEW PHASE OF PLAYBACK RESEARCH

With additional 
funding support 
from the Commit-
tee of Research 
and Exploration at 
National Geographic, 
we began a new 
series of playback 
experiments aimed 
at determining if 
song composition 

affects the behavior of singing males off Maui. Previous research 
(2005-2008) indicated that singers were attracted to recordings 
of songs that were similar to their own song but not to songs 
that were completely different. In this next phase of the study, we 
are examining how smaller differences in composition (e.g., one 
theme different than current song) affect the behavioral response 
of singers. This past year, we conducted 25 playbacks to 17 singers 
and found some surprising results! While we can’t share too much 
yet (analysis is ongoing), stay tuned as this promises to be another 
exciting chapter into deepening our understanding of this unusual 
and mysterious form of communication used by humpbacks. 

COMPARISON OF SONG CHANGES THROUGHOUT  
THE NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN

2012 was the second of a three-
consecutive-year collection of 
humpback songs recorded si-
multaneously from across the  
4EGM½G� 3GIER�� 7SRKW� [IVI� VI-
corded from the Philippines (by  
Jo Marie Acebes), Japan (Manami 
Yamaguchi) and Mexico (Jorge 
Urban) as well as in Hawaii. A 
previous (2006) comparison indi-
cated that, as predicted, the songs 
between the two closer Far East 
locations (Japan, Philippines) were 
more similar than those between 
either location and/or Hawaii. 
However, the differences were mi-
nor and a sample of one year was 
RSX�WYJ½GMIRX�XS�HVE[�GSRGPYWMSRW��
%JXIV� XLI� ½REP� ]IEV� SJ� GSPPIGXMSR�
in 2013, we will analyze the simi-

larities, differences and dynamics of change in the composition of 
WSRKW�FIX[IIR�XLIWI�4EGM½G�VIKMSRW��

Jim Darling, Ph.D., listening to  
nearby singers.
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PROMOTING,  SUPPORTING AND CONDUCTING SCIENTIF IC RESEARCH ON WHALES
help ing to create a world more knowledgeable  about whales

A singing humpback is shown singing directly  
into our hydrophone. 

Local Students Join Whale Trust  
in the Field

To all the people, businesses, and organizations that made a difference in 2012

Three Lahainaluna High School students joined us 

for a day of whale research off the coast of Maui.   

Although two of the students have been working 

in the high school’s biotechnology lab on a research 

program with Whale Trust, the students had yet to 

I\TIVMIRGI�XLI�½IPH[SVO�TSVXMSR�SJ�XLI�TVSNIGX�½VWX-

LERH��8LI�XLMVH�WXYHIRX��8MLERM�'EHMEQ�1SSVI�½PQIH�

and produced a video of the students’ experiences 

ERH�[EW�JIEXYVIH�SR�,-/-�23��XLI�REXMSR´W�½VWX�WXEXI-

wide student news network on PBS Hawaii (see the 

video at www.whaletrust.org). 

One student wrote of the experience, “I had the 

time of my life. I honestly could not contain my ex-

citement, and I appreciate it more than you know.” 

Meagan and Jim felt similarly – it was one of the most 

rewarding days spent on the water in a long time. 

Indeed, the team was so inspired by the students’ 

work that the Bill Scott Memorial Fund was launched 

to help support research engaging local students in 

marine science projects. 

This past summer Whale Trust embarked on a new project with 

University of Hawaii Maui College (UHMC). In addition to her role 

as Executive Director of Whale Trust, Dr. Meagan Jones accepted a  

temporary position at UHMC to help develop opportunities for students 

to receive bachelor’s degrees in the marine sciences. Currently, no 

bachelor’s degree is offered in marine science at the UHMC campus. This 

partnership is a step towards realizing one of Whale Trust’s strategic goals: 

training and inspiring the next generation of researchers. 

Teaming Up with University of Hawaii Maui College  
to Create Marine Science Programs for Maui College Students
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Lahainaluna High School  
student Haley Orr showing a  
blubber sample that will be  
analyzed in the high school lab.

Playback speakers used to broadcast 
whale sounds to nearby whales are shown 
hanging from our research boat.

LYNN ROLLINS  
for selecting Whale Trust as a 

beneficiary of the estate of Mr. 
Charles Francis Kehoe, III.

MAKANA ALOHA FOUNDATION  
for their ongoing guidance, support 

and commitment to supporting 
Whale Trust. 

ROBERT AND PATRICIA SWITZER 
FOUNDATION  

for awarding a second year 
leadership grant to Meagan Jones. 

DARLENE AND JEFF ANDERSON  
for their guidance and challenge 

match for Whale Tales 2013. 

DONOR 
SPOTLIGHT

BOARD MEMBERS 
OF THE YEAR

THOMAS AND JANICE SAVIDGE  
for having the highest bid on two of 
our three National Geographic and 

Lindblad Expeditions Auctions!

KARYN COCHRAN 
for her ongoing dedication, 

commitment and service, and the 
annual financial support given by both 

she and her husband, Pat.

ALLEN JONES  
for his ongoing financial support, 

annual golf tournament organization 
and for being a great overall 
ambassador for Whale Trust. 

BUSINESSES THAT MADE 
A DIFFERENCE

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC AND 
LINDBLAD EXPEDITIONS  

for generously donating a 2012 
expedition to Baja to support  

our research programs.

ULTIMATE WHALE WATCH  
(Lee James) for helping us  
to install a shaft extension  

on our engine! 

HAWAII OCEAN RAFTING  
(Mark Robinson) for donating costs 
associated with boat moorage and 

boat fuel for the last two years! 

THE HAWAII OCEAN PROJECT  
(Lahaina Cruise Company)  

for supporting local research  
efforts on Maui.

 
Trilogy Excursions, Captain Steve’s 

Rafting, and Maui Adventure Cruises 
along with the above companies for 
donating their vessels and staff for 

Whale Tales.

HAWAII RAFTING ADVENTURES  
(Steve Juarez and Nick Bennett)  
for providing ongoing support,  

and assistance.
MERCEDES-BENZ OF MAUI  

for sponsoring our annual  
golf tournament. 

The Bill Scott Memorial fund is designed to  
provide internship and mentorship experiences for  

local high school, college and graduate students in the  
marine sciences. To learn more or to support this work 

through the Bill Scott Memorial Fund, please visit  
our website at www.whaletrust.org or contact  

Terri Marino at (808) 572-5700.

bill scott  
memorial fund  

— Supporting Student Mentorship Programs — 

We need your help to bring Whale 
Tales to the public again in 2013 
and supporters Darlene and Je! 
Anderson will match every dollar 
contributed up tp $10,000! We are 
nearly half way there and every 
gift will help close the gap. Please 
consider a gift today. Give online at 
www.whaltetrust.org or by mail: 
Whale Trust, P.O. Box 243, Makawao, 
HI 96768. Please indicate your gift is 
for the Whale Tales match.

Be a Part of 
Whale Tales 2013!

Whale photographs taken by Flip Nicklin  
under NOAA research permit #13846.

Whale Trust News is printed on paper from 
sustainable forests and is printed with  

soy-based inks.

DO HORMONE LEVELS IN HUMPBACK WHALES  
DIFFER BETWEEN SUBTROPICAL BREEDING AREAS  

AND MORE TEMPERATE FEEDING AREAS?

of Maui


