
LETTER...While our field season ended earlier than 
anticipated due to the pandemic, our work did not 
stop. We are thankful that our team is healthy and 
safely working from home offices producing online 
educational content, compiling our 2020 field data, 
catching up on data analysis, writing, and exploring 
new opportunities to connect in a virtual world. 

We are excited to share some highlights from this year’s 
(abbreviated) 19th field season. 

Thank you for helping us get here -- you have been an 
integral part of our team! 

ALOHAALOHA

OUR VISION  

A world that understands, 
appreciates, and protects 

whales and the  
ocean planet we share.

As the largest and most visible mammals in the ocean, the health of whales 
speaks to the overall health of the marine environment. With oceans covering 
more than 70% of the earth’s surface and containing 97% of all living matter, 
humans depend on the health of this ecosystem for our food, water, and air. 

Whale Trust is a non-profit scientific research organization committed to 
conducting, supporting, and promoting independent scientific research and 
education programs on whales and their ocean environment. 

Our RESEARCH PROGRAMS contribute to the understanding of natural behavior 
patterns in whales by conducting fully integrated studies of population biology, 
genetics, ecology, and behavior. Our EDUCATION PROGRAMS make our 
research findings available to the public and to policymakers to inform meaningful 
management and conservation programs.

We believe that whales, by nature, encourage collaboration — they swim across 
ocean basins and cross international boundaries. It will take all of us working 
together to answer key questions about whales and their ocean environment, and 
to care for the planet we share.
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FIELD SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
JANUARY -  MARCH 2020

REPRODUCTIVE HORMONES + BEHAVIOR

By comparing hormone levels with photo-ids, reproductive 
history, and observed behavior, the amount of information we 
can obtain through hormone analysis of biological samples is 
unparalleled. Although cut short by the pandemic, we have had 
our first glimpse of the results of this work, and the preliminary 
results look as intriguing as we had hoped. We expect the rest of 
the results by year-end (or as soon as the lab opens again). 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE + WHALE RESEARCH

We are working with a team at IBM to study humpback whale 
song through the lens of AI. In collaboration with Jupiter 
Research Foundation, we have submitted 20 high-quality song 
recordings and several days worth of sounds from the Europa 
mission. The songs and sounds are being used to teach systems 
to listen for and detect whale song. 

NEXT GENERATION OF RESEARCHERS

Thanks to a partnership between University of Hawaii Maui 
College, The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National 
Marine Sanctuary, and Whale Trust, undergraduate students 
had a unique opportunity to study humpback whales in the field 
again this season with Dr. Meagan Jones.

HUMPBACK CHRONICLES

When our research season ended early due to the pandemic, 
Flip Nicklin began a video series called Humpback Chronicles to 
share the story of Whale Trust and to share what we’ve learned 
about humpback whales. The series (posted to the Whale Trust 
website) will also feature weekly updates from the field over the 
coming months.

CLASSROOMS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

More than 480 students on Maui participated in Whale Trust 
education programs, ranging from kindergarten to high school.
Our education team and volunteers also hosted or participated 
in five community outreach events around Maui.

FILMS AND DOCUMENTARIES

We worked with film crews on two documentaries - a 
production by the BBC looking at the mating system of 
humpbacks from the perspective of the female, and a short 
documentary with ABC and National Geographic in celebration 
of the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. 

14TH ANNUAL WHALE TALES 
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

BOAT DAYS 
47 

WHALES IDENTIFIED

467

ENCOUNTERS
890

UNIQUE MOMS 

110
SONG RESEARCH

Singers were recorded over three periods during the 
season: early (December/January), mid (February) and 
later (mid-March) to compare the degree of similarity 
both within and between these time periods to 
determine how the song changes over the course of the 
breeding season. These songs will also be compared to 
other populations across the Pacific.

FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE STRATEGIES

In an effort to better understand the health and 
reproductive patterns of female humpbacks, we 
identified 110 unique mothers and calves off Maui in 2020 
— compared to only 19 in 2018 and 59 in 2019. 

PHOTO IDENTIFICATION

Our team identified 467 individual whales. 35 flukes 
were matched to whales previously identified and many 
were seen more than one time over the season. As part of 
a collaborative effort to build an international catalogue 
of IDs for research, we have uploaded all identification 
photos to a collaborative database managed by Happy 
Whale (happywhale.org).

In partnership with The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua, Whale 
Trust presented the 14th Annual Whale Tales event 
February 14-17, 2020 on Maui.

EXPERT PRESENTATIONS

More than 1,000 attendees enjoyed presentations by 
14 guest speakers, including a special presentation 
by Deb Patton (Captain Steve’s Rafting), who shared 
the first humpback birth ever photographed, Ocean 
Concervationist Jean-Michel Cousteau (Ocean Futures 
Society), Chief Scientist of Software Engineering Grady 
Booch (IBM), and National Geographic Photographer 
Brian Skerry. 

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

The second annual Whale Tales Marine Science 
Center featured 13 Hawaii-based marine research 
and conservation organizations. Local whale watch 
companies generously donated 17 whale watches for 
guests to learn from the experts.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

The 2020 event raised a record-breaking $97,083 for 
whale research in Hawaii. In addition to funding the 
research and education programs of Whale Trust, funds 
raised at Whale Tales 2020 have been distributed to 
support projects at selected beneficiary organizations, 
students, and a World Song Congress to be hosted by 
Whale Trust in 2022.

The 15th Annual Whale Tales is going virtual! Mark your calendar 
for February 13-14, 2021 and visit whaletales.org to learn more.

EUROPA II  -  PUBLICATION OF RESULTS

In partnership with Jupiter Research Foundation, Whale Trust 
submitted a paper to Marine Mammal Science detailing the 
results from the second voyage of Europa, an autonomous surface 
vehicle with an attached hydrophone on board to listen for 
humpback whale song.  Europa detected humpback whale song in 
the tropical mid-Pacific between the traditional nearshore winter 
assemblies of Hawaii and the Western Pacific. These findings, 
along with the first Europa mission, question current assessments 
of population definition, migratory behavior, and abundance - as 
well as management and conservation policy.

WHALE TRUST RESEARCH 
PROJECT UPDATES

VISIT BLOG.WHALETRUST.ORG TO READ MORE AND  
VIEW WEEKLY REPORTS FROM THE RESEARCH TEAM IN 2021

VISIT BLOG.WHALETRUST.ORG TO VIEW HUMPBACK 
CHRONICLES AND FOR UPDATES ON EDUCATION AND  

OUTREACH PROGRAMS IN 2021

WHALE TRUST EDUCATION
OUTREACH PROGRAMS
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The John Lazarich Foundation 
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Mary & Larry MacPhee
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Michelle O’Haran
Moglia Family Foundation
Debbie Patton 
Peterson Charitable Foundation, 

Donna and Dan Peterson 
PGA Tour Inc., 2020 Sentury 

Tournament Of Champions 
REAP Foundation
Henry & Sandy Rice
Julie & Curtis Robb
Mary A. Rossell
Cindy & Hunt Rounsavall
Dr. Clyde M. &  

Gerrianne G. Sakamoto
Carolyn M. Schaefer 
Heike Schmitz & Markus 

Fromherz Family Fund
Shoemate Family Fund, Charles 

& Nancy Shoemate 
Rick & Nancy Steffens
Timken Sturgis Foundation,  

Judy Sturgis
Gregory Taylor 

F.L. & J.S. Tompkins Advised 
Fund at The Seattle Foundation

Trilogy Excursions
Tony & Gail Vander Heide 
Beth White & Curt Huber 
Robert Williams 

$500 - $999
Bob & Peggy Alspaugh  

Family Fund
Susan Wallace Barnes
Dan Bass
Maxine Chein & Warren Frank 
Florence Foundation
Suzanne & John Gavigan 
Joe Gibbs
James Howell Foundation,  

D Joy Howell
Jennifer Johnson &  

Wendy Worcester
Jonathan Kingston 
Doris Lang & Gordon Firestein 
MacGillivary Family Foundation 
Christopher Moylan
Patrick & Pat Muffler 
Dorothy Norris
Tom Phillips 
Bob & Karen Ritter 
Kim Schofield
Mikel Sierra Uria
Maria & Richard Smith
Splice Content,  

David & Umru Rothenberg
Earl & Sandi Stoner
Marilyn D. Wright 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan D. Feld

$200 - $499
Jan & Todd Bedrosian
Suzanne Bieser
Courtney Brown 
Perry & Sidney Cannon
Dr. Angela & William Court
Cathleen Ann Daly
Linda Darnell & Paige Cross 

Henry Popkin &  
Barbara Diferrante

Dive Maui, CJ Kessler 
Deborah Gouailhardou
Candace Horton
Lester Hunt
Kenneth Kramer 
Alice Litton & Karen Robbins 
Jinny Lung
Robbye Mohn
Ksenia Nasielski
Glenn F. Okuda, D.M.D.
Gerald T. Olsen 
Roberta Osborn
Leslie Osborne
Sue Perley
Trish & Jon Quistgaard
Janice & Thomas Savidge
Schofield Family, 9th Island
Rob & Louisa Shelton 
E. Steven & Diane Sonnenberg
Kathleen M. Spalding
Janis Warren Von Thaden
Barbara & William White 
G. H. Woodland, Jr.

IN KIND &  
SUPPORT PARTNERS

Alaska Airlines
Bryan Berkowitz
Captain Steve’s Rafting 

Adventure 
Chelsea Kohl Digital Art
CJ’s Deli and Diner
Dive Maui
Dove Joans, Dolphingirl
Douglas Hoffman Photography
Go Rent A Car Maui
Hawaii Ocean Project
Hawaii Ocean Rafting
Ralph Lee Hopkins
Jayhawk Yacht
Karim Iliya Photography
Kohola Brewery

Kokua Sun Care
Let’s Entertain Maui
Tad and Cindy Luckey
Makai Adventures
Maui Adventure Cruises
Maui Ku’ia Estate Chocolate 
Maui Print Works
Barry and Irene McPhee
Northshore Art and Frame and 

Fresh Island Art
Oceanscapes,  

Kristin Hettermann 
OluKai
Phylecia Platte
PSAV
Punakea Palms
Adam Quinn
Ralph Pace Photography
Real Fruit Ice Cream
Renee Ward
Mark and Jeri Robinson
Ron and Diane Roos
Sandra Florence
Sea Maui 
Sherri Reeve Designs
Stacy Vosberg Fine Art
Stellar Jewels
Sustainable Island Products
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua 
Curtis Robb
Trilogy Excursions
Ultimate Whale Watch
Vladimir Kush Galleries
Wahi Hawaii
Wailea Wine
Clyde and Penny Wakida
Whale Watch Magazine

WHALE TRUST DONORS AND EVENT SPONSORS
JULY 2019 - JUNE 2020

FINANCIAL REPORT* FY 2019-2020

Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy of this list. If you 
notice an error, please contact our 
office at (808)572-5700.  

Many thanks to all of our 
anonymous and cash donors!

Program
Management
Fundraising Expenses

CONNECT WITH US
FACEBOOK

FACEBOOK.COM/WHALETRUST

INSTAGRAM
@WHALETRUSTMAUI

TWITTER
@WHALETRUST

WHALETRUST.ORG

HUMPBACKS@WHALETRUST.ORG

PO BOX 243
MAKAWAO, HI 96768

808-572-5700

REVENUE
$566,879

Individual Contributions
Private Foundations
Merchandise + Book Sales
Community Foundations
Fundraising Revenue
Contract Revenue
Other Revenue 
Interest, Dividend, and Government Grants)

EXPENDITURES
$477,899

To each individual, business, and organization that is part of the Whale Trust ohana, thank you.  
We are so grateful for your support and investment in Whale Trust’s research and education programs. 

Whale Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Tax ID: 91-2144632) 
founded in 2001 and registered in the state of Hawaii. Donations are tax 

deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

Humpback Whale Photos: Flip Nicklin/Minden Pictures and Ralph Pace. 
Captured Under NMFS Permit #19225. 
Event Photo Credit: Bryan Berkowitz.

*Unaudited financial report. Voluntary biannual audit 
to be completed in 2021. See previous audited financial 
statements at whaletrust.org/financials.

MAHALO 


