
WHALE 
TRUST
2019-2020 2019-2020 
ANNUAL REPORTANNUAL REPORT



COVER: Humpback whale head slap. 
Flip Nicklin/Minden Pictures.  
NMFS Permit # 19225

INSET: (L TO R) Whale Trust co-founders Dr. Jim Darling, Dr. Meagan Jones Gray, 
and Flip Nicklin together at the 13th Annual Whale Tales
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Dear Friends,

The Whale Trust research team comes together each breeding season 
in Maui to learn more about Hawaii’s humpback whales. We identify 
individual whales to document and assess their life histories, note 
health and reproductive status, record changes in their behavior, and 
collect songs in hopes of uncovering the mystery of why humpback 
whales have evolved to sing long, complex songs and how song 
contributes to their reproductive success. 

I am excited to share 
our annual report 
with you in these 
pages. This year, we 
published the results of 
two research studies, 
spent 52 research 
days on the water, 
documented 429 
unique whale IDs, 
and presented at two 

conferences. We also hosted the 13th Annual Whale Tales event, 
expanded our education programs to reach over 750 elementary 
school students on Maui, and provided internships or mentorships to 
undergraduate and graduate students. We continue to invest in the 
next generation of our Whale Trust team through research assistant 
Haley Robb and research photographer Ralph Pace.

Just one year shy of celebrating our 20th year anniversary, the Whale 
Trust board of directors and leadership team have embarked on a 
strategic planning effort to envision the future of Whale Trust. Our core 
commitment to marine research and education remains unchanged. We 
recognize that it is imperative to imagine and plan for our future, and 
identify a sustainable model for success. I speak for all of the founders 
when I say we’re excited to see what the future holds. 

Please reach out to our team if you have any questions! As you learn 
more about Whale Trust’s projects and programs, I hope you will be 
inspired to get involved and share our work with your friends and family.

With aloha,

Meagan Jones Gray
Executive Director and Co-Founder

Founded in 2001, our mission 
is to promote, support, and 
conduct scientific research 
on whales and the marine 
environment, and broadly 

communicate the findings of 
this work to the public. 

We believe that science  
lies at the heart of  

environmental education  
and conservation.

WHALE 
TRUST

Whale Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization (Tax ID: 91-2144632) 
registered in the state of Hawaii. 

Donations are tax deductible to the 
extent allowable by law. 





deep ocean basin between Hawaii and Mexico fits this 
temperature requirement but raises the question of 
water depth. Do humpbacks really need shallow water 
for breeding activities? Is there a separate assembly of 
whales in deep water or do they travel between Hawaii 
and Mexico in the same winter? The changing whale 

songs in Hawaii and Mexico are 
markedly similar from year to 
year. Additionally, there are photo 
identifications of the same whale 
in both locations in different 
years, and possible evidence of 
one whale in both locations in the 
same year, lending credence to 
these questions. 

A second wave glider survey was conducted from 
Hawaii to the Mariana Trench in 2019. The analysis 
is underway, and more exciting discoveries are 
forthcoming! From these surveys, it is clear that there 
are humpback whales in deep offshore waters at the 
same time others are near shore in known breeding 
grounds like Hawaii. To date, all of the studies have 
been of inshore humpback whales. 

Song Studies
Humpback whales around the globe have been 
differentiated into distinct population segments 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service. This 
segmentation carries management and protection 
status implications. Humpback whale song was not 
considered in this process. 
However, songs collected over 
multiple years from the North 
Pacific ‘populations’ of Japan, 
Philippines, Hawaii, and 
Mexico indicate that these 
populations of whales are 
mixing throughout the North 
Pacific. 

Between Hawaii and Mexico
Exploration of the deep ocean has been very limited, 
but new data acquired using a wave glider with a 
hydrophone clearly demonstrate that humpback 
whales are present in the deep ocean basins between 
breeding grounds in winter months. Winter breeding 
grounds are described as shallow banks (<200m) with 
a temperature range from 21.1°C - 28.3°C. The 
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NEW DISCOVERIES AND IMPLICATIONS
WHALE SONG ACROSS THE PACIFICWHALE SONG ACROSS THE PACIFIC

“They’re not ‘supposed’ to be there,” 
says Dr. Jim Darling, Whale Trust 
biologist and project partner. “But 

then no one has looked in these more 
remote, offshore areas either.”

Two studies published in scientific journals this year by Whale Trust researcher Dr. Jim Darling, one in partnership with 
Jupiter Research Foundation, and the other with international colleagues in Philippines, Japan, and Mexico, illuminated 
ongoing mixing of humpback whale populations across the Pacific through whale song analysis and new discoveries from 
an acoustic survey of deep ocean basins. These studies suggest that humpback whale distribution is not solely a function of 
geography, and that ecological or social factors may determine the interaction of subpopulations in the North Pacific. 

WHALE TRUST RESEARCH
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Identifying and re-sighting individual whales is a 
cornerstone of humpback whale research. Sighting 
records give us glimpses into reproductive history, 
lifespan, age-class, migratory preferences, and 
population status. 

No matter how much time you spend doing this 
kind of work, finding matches of individual whales 
— and learning a bit about their life history — never 
gets old. 

One particularly exciting match 
was a mother we identified in 
both Hawaii and Alaska in 2019 
(see photos, above right). While 
this may not sound too exciting 
on paper, it is relatively rare 
to capture a mom on both the 
feeding and breeding grounds in 
the same year. Our colleagues 
at Glacier Bay National Park’s Humpback Whale 
Monitoring Program first identified this same 
mom with a calf in 2004. So not only do we know 
she successfully made it from Hawaii to Alaska 
with her calf this year, we also know she has been 
successfully reproducing for at least 15 years. 

In a collaborative effort to understand the In a collaborative effort to understand the 
health and reproduction patterns of female health and reproduction patterns of female 
humpbacks, we aimed to obtain as many mom humpbacks, we aimed to obtain as many mom 
IDs as possible during the 2019 field season in IDs as possible during the 2019 field season in 
Maui. In 2018 we identified 19 unique mothers. Maui. In 2018 we identified 19 unique mothers. 
This season, we identified a total of 59. Of the This season, we identified a total of 59. Of the 
59 mothers we photographed and observed, 59 mothers we photographed and observed, 
13 were seen over more than one day during 13 were seen over more than one day during 
the season. We identified 5 moms with calves the season. We identified 5 moms with calves 
in Fredrick Sound (Alaska) during our summer in Fredrick Sound (Alaska) during our summer 
season. In addition to matching with our season. In addition to matching with our 
catalogue, all photos have been uploaded to catalogue, all photos have been uploaded to 
the Happy Whale database. the Happy Whale database. 

This same female was also identified without a 
calf by our team in Hawaii in 2018 as part of a 
male-female pair. While we don’t know the exact 
function of these male-female pairs, we suspect that 
these adult pairs are critical to reproduction, and 

this sighting suggests that might 
indeed be the case. 

Hormones: The Missing Link  
To answer this question, we need 
to better understand female 
hormonal cycles. Is the male 
guarding the female pre-estrus, 
during estrus, or post conception? 
These are exactly the kinds of 
questions we are hoping to answer 
with our hormone study. 

Thanks to the generous contributions of many of 
you over the summer, we are currently analyzing 
our tissue samples for reproductive and stress 
hormones.  Stay tuned — we hope to have results 
back by early 2020!

“Not only is this valuable 
information for science, but 
it makes us feel a personal 

connection to the whales we have 
seen and photographed multiple 

times,” shares Haley Robb, Whale 
Trust research assistant.

Our research programs contribute to the understanding of natural behavior patterns in whales by 
conducting fully integrated studies of population biology, genetics, ecology, and behavior.

FLUKES AND HORMONESFLUKES AND HORMONES
REVEALING A WHALE'S LIFE STORYREVEALING A WHALE'S LIFE STORY
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WHALE TRUST EDUCATION

Whale Tales is a unique opportunity for Maui 
residents and visitors to hear first-hand what marine 
scientists are studying and discovering about the 
ocean and its inhabitants. Whale Tales 2019 featured 
11 presenters, the first annual Whale Tales Marine 
Science Center in partnership with Hawaii-based 
marine research and conservation organizations, and 
16 whale watches generously donated by Maui whale 
watch companies. 

The event raised $79,000 for whale research in 
Hawaii. Proceeds were distributed to beneficiary 
projects focused on increasing understanding of 
and addressing recent shifts in the distribution, 
abundance, and migration patterns of humpback 
whales in the North Pacific.

WHALE TALESWHALE TALES
The 14th Annual Whale Tales (scheduled for February 
14-17, 2020) marks an exciting milestone in the 
evolution of Whale Tales as the event becomes one of 
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua’s signature events. “We are 
very pleased to welcome back Whale Tales to The Ritz-
Carlton, Kapalua for another year. To be in partnership 
with an organization that is making such an important 
and positive impact on the ocean environment is a 
true honor.  Whales are a beloved aspect of Maui and 
we look forward to helping continue bridge the gap 
between scientists and the general public,” says General 
Manager, Andrew Rogers. 

View the 2019 event report and read more about the 
upcoming Whale Tales at whaletales.org.
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Our education programs make current marine science information available to the public and to policy makers  
in order to increase public awareness and evolve meaningful management and conservation programs.

Whale Trust’s education programs reached 755 
schoolchildren on Maui ranging from kindergarten 
to high school in 2019. In addition to our annual 
events, our outreach team and volunteers 
participated in community events around Maui, 
including a bi-monthly education station and 
special events at Maui Ocean Center, Ridge to 
Reef Rendezvous, Earth Day at University of 
Hawaii Maui College, and science-meets-art 
sessions at Four Seasons Resort Maui.

WHALETRUST.ORG/WTEXPEDITIONSWHALETRUST.ORG/WTEXPEDITIONS

NEXT GENERATION NEXT GENERATION 
OF RESEARCHERSOF RESEARCHERS
Thanks to a partnership between University of Hawaii 
Maui College, The Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National Marine Sanctuary, and Whale Trust, 
undergraduate students had a unique opportunity to 
study humpback whales in the field again this season. 
The program is part of an upper division course 
developed and taught by Dr. Meagan Jones Gray, co-
founder and executive director of Whale Trust.

At the end of the semester, one student shared, “My 
most memorable experience was our first trip on 
the Whale Trust boat. We were able to experience a 
mother and a calf breaching together. The mother 
was showing her young calf how to breach. After our 
research concluded for the semester, I am still in awe 
that I was lucky enough to have had this opportunity 
to work with Whale Trust this last season. These 
are the moments that drive students to want to work 
harder at achieving their educational goals, encourage 
sustainability, and promote marine awareness.”

For the last four years, Whale Trust has partnered with Lindblad Expeditions Director of Photography, Ralph Lee 
Hopkins to offer 3-4 day photo adventures to learn the art of photography with whales as a muse. 31 individuals 
participated in three Photo Expeditions in Hawaii and Alaska between August 2018 and February 2019. 

In 2020, Ralph Lee Hopkins will host four expeditions, two in Maui and two in Alaska. Each expedition will 
include photography instruction and mentorship with Ralph Lee Hopkins and educational opportunities to learn 
more about humpbacks from Whale Trust naturalists.

WHALE TALES PHOTO EXPEDITIONSWHALE TALES PHOTO EXPEDITIONS



“I had attended Whale Tales 
lectures in the past while studying 
marine science at UHMC. I found 
the program very valuable to 
humpback whale research and I 
wanted to give back. I replied to a 
call for volunteers for Whale Tales. 
Whale Trust has provided me with 
valuable scientific information 
on humpback whales and I want 
to spread awareness to our 
community regarding the value of 
the Whale Trust and their unique 
mission of scientific research.” 

RITA RYAN 
WHALE TRUST VOLUNTEER

Barry and Irene McPhee, Ron and Diane Roos, Tad and Cindy 
Luckey, Mark and Jeri Robinson, Clyde and Penny Wakida,  Kitty, 
and Steve Juarez (Hawaiian Rafting Adventures), for helping us 
manage the boats, equipment, research house, and vehicles.
Charles Wallasch for donating space to store one of our research 
boats.
Curtis Robb, Haley Robb, and Stephen Berry for helping with the 
boats.
Adam Quinn for your ongoing support year-round.
Kihei Canoe Club and Kimokeo Kapahulehua for being an integral 
part of the inagural Songs of the Pacific event. 
Sandra Florence for sharing your talents with yet another Whale 
Trust event and for the gift of a new chair for the boat.
Jackie Moffett for being a Square guru and donating so much time 
to support every facet of Whale Tales.
Gunars and JoRene Valkirs for opening your home to support 
Whale Tales through the VIP Reception over the years. 
Lee James and Ultimate Whale Watch for partnering with us on 
the Whale Tales Photo Expeditions and for all that you do for the 
research and conservation community on Maui.
The one and only watercolor artist Sherri Reeve and graphic artist 
Joan Selix Berman for the amazing Whale Tales 2019 t-shirt design.
Rita Ryan for enthusiastically jumping into Whale Trust community 
outreach opportunities.
HIHWNMS Foundation for for being such a great partner in our 
educational programs at UH Maui College. 
Petra Bertilsson, Donna Brown, Gary Brown, Gerry Brown, 
Yvette Broyles, Rebecca Busch, Amy Campbell, Amy Carpenter, 
Frannie Coopersmith, Krista Dickinson, Jim & Gayle Eastwood, 
Lynn Erfer, Cherilyn Evans, Paul Ferrall, Sarah Wagner Flaim and 
David Flaim, Arlene Fox, Marc Ghilarducci, Gary Glover, Mary 
Gridley, Brook Groves, Jennifer Hamayelian, Havilah, Robin & 
Dan Johnson, Jen Kogan, Christine Lamb, Sherry LeMaster, Abby 
Machernis, Emily Machernis, Barry & Irene McPhee, Sue Milligan, 
Mikayla & Martin Morey, Faye Mueller, Jill Mutch, Emma Nelson, 
Lisa & Robert Newlin, Monica Oliver, Jodi Orosz, Kelly Penman, 
Cindy Provost, Marcus Richter, Rita Ryan, Cindy Sanders, Magen 
Schifliti, Kati Shea, Josh Silverman, Heather Spillane, Ruth 
Stockhammer, Laura & Ed Taylor, Nadia Van Doren, Gail & Tony 
Vander Heide, Susan & Robert Ward, Linda Winn, and Jennifer 
Wood for volunteering during the 2018-2019 season!

Special thanks to... 
WHALE TRUST OHANA



$10,000 - $25,000
Brad and Sherry Eichhorst
Jack and Carolyn Schaefer Gray
Hook Family Charitable Fund ~  
Molly and Charles Hook 
Lindblad Expeditions - National 
Geographic
Laurakay and Henry Louke
The Makana Aloha Foundation
Cathy and James Maxwell
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation ~  
Ann and Allen Jones  
JoRene and Gunars Valkirs
Garry Weber
George and Marie Weis
Rose and Jefferey A Whittingham
Linda and George Wilson 

$5,000 - $9,999
Jan and Grady Booch
Bob and Linda Caldwell
Florence Foundation ~ 
 Sandra Florence
Hawaii Ocean Project   
Annie and Rick Hubbard
William Kronenberg III ~  
The John Lazarich Foundation
Karen and Stephen Lukas
Moglia Family Foundation ~  
Joseph Moglia   
Nancy and Dean Mowrey
Randy Puckett
Pam and Richard Scott
The Eshter Foundation ~  
Scot and Keely Sellers
Dee Margaret and Jonathan Stone
Transcriptive.com ~ James Tierney

$1,000 - $4,999
Bendon Family Foundation ~  
Susan and Jim Bendon  
Janet Baines
Marjorie Barton
Susan Cline
Karyn and Pat Cochran
Ronald Cohn
Deborah Dorsey and Terry Smith 
Angela and Sumner Erdman
Bradley Fox
Fulkerson Winery ~ 
Nancy Fulkerson
Gina Greer

Heidi Hall
Helen Jean and David Hamernick
Jeffery and Marjorie Herbst 
Indian River Community Foundation ~ 
R. K. and S. L. Rolf Fund  
Fabienne Lapostolle
Mark Lefkin
Betsy Aubrey and Steve Lichtenberg 
Richard and Brenda Livingston
Jackie and Rodney Lyons
Melissa and John Meier
Victorine and Peter Merriman
Scott Methvin and Michelle O’Haran  
Joanie Nasher
Phylecia Platte
REAP Foundation
Sandy and Henry Rice
Julie and Curtis Robb
The Community Foundation of 
Louisville Depository ~  
Cindy and Hunt Rounsavall
The Schmitz Fromherz Family 
Foundation ~ Heike Schmitz and 
Markus Fromherz
Seattle Foundation ~  
Fred and Jan Tompkins
Shoemate Foundation ~  
Charles and Nancy Shoemate 
James Smith
Maria and Richard Smith
Rick and Nancy Steffens
Timkin-Sturgis Family Foundation ~ 
Judy Sturgis
Caryl Sweet
Mary Forbes and Gary Terrell
Jean Ueltschi
Gail and Tony Vander Heide
John and Beth Werwaiss
Wikiwiki Solar and Electric, LLC  

$500 - $999
Peggy and Bob Alspaugh
Jim and Christie Caldwell
Richard Edel
Alan Feld
Christine Frost
Sara Gadarian
Kelly Groves
Beverly and Lawrence Herrlinger
Mariko Higashi and Ravi Bugga
D. Joy Howell
Susan and Fredrick Kasten Jr 

Douglas Kibblewhite
Doris Lang and Gordon Firestein
Sherry LeMaster
Fredric A Litt Trust 
Alice A Litton
Mary and Larry MacPhee
Victorine and Peter Merriman
MGM Resorts Foundation ~  
Kathy Springstead
Patrick and Pat Muffler
Patricia Perfect
Donna and Dan Peterson
Gerrianne and Clyde Sakamoto
Terry Schroeder
Duane Sharman
Louisa and Rob Shelton
Sherrill Smith
Suzan and Charlie Soulard
Sandi and Earl Stoner
Glenda and Dennis Whiting
Catherine Wolfgram

$250 - $499
Scott Allen
Mary Anderson
Dan and Connie Baker
Susan Wallace Barnes
Jan and Tod Bedrosian
Stephen Berry
Suzanne Bieser
Richard Bonin
Seth Brink
Mike Clair
Cathy Daly
Saman Dias
Joe Dorsey
Ralph Filippo
Donald Geiser
Deborah Gouailhardou
Julie Hoheb
Jennifer Johnson
Carmen Karady
Jonathan Kingston
Diana and Gordon LaBedz
J. Graem and Beryl C Mac Letchie
Marlin Creative ~ Marty Wolfe 
Stuart McLaughlin
Patricia McLean
Glenn Okuda
Gerald Olson
Deborah Patton
Cindy and Rob Provost

Mark Reck
Fredrick Sands
John Scarlett
Dennis Simanaitis
Ellen Sirot
Steven and Diane Sonnenberg
Don Sessions
Ken Sexton
Jill Spalding
Debbie and Mark Stevens 
Katherine Szem
Laura and Gregory Taylor
Karen Thompson
Janis W. Von Thaden
Dawn Wallace
Susan Ward
Jeffrey Weiss
William White 
G. H. Woodland Jr
Mary Zellner

WHALE WATCH 
PARTNERS
Captain Steve’s Rafting Adventures
Hawaii Ocean Rafting
Hawaii Ocean Project
Lahaina Charter Company
Makai Adventures
Maui Adventure Cruises
Sea Monkey Private Charters
The Jayhawk
Trilogy Excursions
Ultimate Whale Watch & Snorkel

IN KIND & EVENT 
PARTNERS
A.M.I.T.Y by Amity Mason
Adam Quinn
Adventure Hawaii Team
Alii Nui Sailing 
Altantis Submarine 
Andaz Spa 
Artful Scents
Audio Visual Services Hawaii
Beauty by Nature Maui 
Clay Maui ~ Joshua Blue’s Ceramics
Berktech Solutions, LLC ~  
Bryan Berkowitz 
Blue Ginger
Blue Hawaii Jewelry 
Blue Water Maui
Body in Balance

Candace Horton 
Cane & Canoe
C that B Me ~ Christy Kuosman
CJ’s Deli and Diner
Don McMichael Art
Dawn Jones 
Debbie Shimabukuro
Down the Hatch
Driftwood 
DUO Steak and Seafood  
Funky & Fine Jewelry by Design 
Galit Breman 
Get Fit with Jodelle ~ 
Jodelle Fitzwater
Hawaii Marine Mammal Consortium
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary
Hawaiian Moons Natural Foods 
Hue Interior Design 
Hui O Ka Wai Ola
Hula Grill ~ TS Restaurants
Janet Davis Art
Jersey Mike’s Subs
Joan Selix Berman Designs
Ka`ana Kitchen, Andaz
Kapalua Ziplines
Kate Eifler Ceramics
Keani Jewelry 
The Keiki Kohola Project
Kihei Canoe Club
Kimos ~ TS Restaurants
Kō Restaurant
Kohola Brewery
Kohola Gallery ~ Douglas Hoffman
Lahaina Charter Company
Larry Berko Fine Art
Lauren Sykes ~ BeautyCounter
Lena’s Salon & Spa
Lillie Batthyany
Lloyd Vineyards
Mammal Response Program
Matteo’s  Osteria 
Maui Arts and Culture Center MACC
Maui Divers Jewelry
Maui Jim Fishing Charter
Maui Kayak Adventures 
Maui Nui Marine Resource Council
Maui Ocean Center
Maui OnStage
Maui Powerhouse Gym
Maui Print Works
Maui Roadster

Methvin Fine Art ~ Scott Methvin
Monkeypod Kitchen
Nalu’s South Shore Grill
The Nanny Connection
Nick's Fishmarket Maui
NOAA Fisheries Maui Marine
Oceanwide Science Institute
Ola ~ Hawaiian Body Products 
Old Lahaina Luau 
Dorthi and Peter Partnoff 
Patagonia 
Puka Perri
Punakea Palms
Rachel Holton Fine Art
Ralph Lee Hopkins
Rappel Maui
Raw Elements
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua
Saintsbury
Sarentos On the Beach 
Sherri Reeve Designs
Simpsons Art Works 
Son’z Steakhouse 
Stacy Vosberg Fine Art
Stark Art Studios ~ Michael Stark
Stephen B. Strickland Fine Art
Steven Lee Smeltzer
Sugar Beach Events
Sustainable Island Products
Ted Dailey Designs and  
Hawaiian Designs Co    
Tim Garcia
Tradewinds Mart & Deli 
UFO Parasailing 
Village Galleries
Vitality Wellness ~ Megan Nolan
Wailea Wine
Westin Ka’anapali Ocean Resort Villas
Westin Nanea Ocean Villas
Whale Watch Magazine
White Orchid Beach House
The Wine Thief

ARTIST PARTNERS
Chelsea Kohl Digital Art
Douglas Hoffman Photography
Marty Wolff Photography
Minden Pictures
Sherri Reeve Designs

WHALE TRUST DONORS AND EVENT SPONSORS
JULY 2018 - JUNE 2019

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of this list. If you notice an error, please contact our office at (808)572-5700.  

“I first heard about Whale Trust via my good friend Flip Nicklin who invited me to 
attend a Whale Tales.  I’ve been involved ever since. It was so surprising to me how 
little we knew about these amazing gentle giants. It was evident then and now that 
we need to protect and learn more about them. The study of any wildlife is time 
consuming and expensive work. With such mobile and underwater creatures it 
will take significant financial resources for the work to be impactful. I hope that my 
financial support allows the work to continue and expand, and that we can retain our 
top researchers and build the next generation.” 

WILLIAM “BILL” KRONENBERG  
WHALE TRUST DONOR AND WHALE TALES SPONSOR

Many thanks to all of our anonymous and cash donors!
Whale Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (Tax ID: 91-2144632). All donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

Mahalo to our each individual, business and organization that is part of the Whale Trust ohana.  
We are so grateful for your support and investment in Whale Trust’s research and education programs. 



Ken and Laurie Clark, Whale Trust volunteers and 
sponsors, introduced Kelly to Whale Tales in 2016. 
Following in the Clark’s footsteps, she continued to 
volunteer at Whale Tales in 2016, 2017 & 2018.  Kelly 
was the office manager at a venture capital firm, Mellon 
Group, LLC, in Wilmington, Delaware for 9 years and 
the former owner and operator of Saffron Fine Catering 
in Chadds Ford, PA.  Kelly moved to Maui in 2019 and 
joined the Whale Trust team as the office manager in 
February 2019.

Darla White is a marine scientist with over 18 years 
of experience on Hawaii’s reefs. She served with the 
Hawai‘i Department of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR), Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) on Maui 
and, most recently, as the Marine Protected Species 
Coordinator and Outreach Associate in the Marine 
Wildlife Program at DAR on the False Killer Whale 
project. Communicating science and management 
priorities to peers, students, communities, and decision 
makers through education and outreach has been central 
to Darla’s work. Darla has a bachelor’s degree in Marine 
Science and a Master of Science (MSc) in Tropical 
Conservation Biology and Environmental Science, both 
from the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. Darla is working 
with Whale Trust through the 2019-2020 season to lead 
and expand outreach and communications efforts.

NORMAN ESTIN, MD
MEMBER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Why do you find Whale Trust’s work important and 
relevant?

Maui was the whaling capital of the world in about 
1850. Now, it is again an amazing center for whale 
observation through the visitor industry and whale 
watches. I believe Whale Trust can help discover a lot 
of new knowledge about humpback whale activity and 
behavior, but also provide the means to efficiently and 
creatively spread that knowledge here on Maui and 
elsewhere.

As a Board Member, how to do hope to contribute to 
the success and future of Whale Trust?

I hope to help Whale Trust strengthen and diversify 
its financial support, expand its public presence, and 
vastly increase its educational outreach. We’re already 
moving in those directions with the support or our 
new permanent home at The Ritz-Carlton Kapalua 
and a host of new community partnerships.

Tell us about one of your favorite whale moments, 
encounters, or experiences.

Going out on a boat taking photos with Flip Nicklin, 
both here on Maui and in Alaska—you are in the 
presence of one of the National Geographic greats, 
and you feel like the whales are showing off especially 
for him.

Dr. Norman Estin is the 
founder and Medical 
Director of Doctors On 
Call Urgent Care Centers. 
An internist and former 
emergency room physician, 
he has directed a medical 
practice in West Maui since 
1987. He is an experienced 
diver and marine medicine 
expert. Dr. Estin is active 
in sports medicine, and 

is the Medical Director of numerous local and 
nationally-affiliated events such as the PGA Sentry 
Tournament of Champions, the Maui Jim Maui 
Invitational Basketball Tournament, and many Maui 
interscholastic and community athletic events. He 
joined the Whale Trust Board of Directors in 2019.

KELLY SNAVELYKELLY SNAVELY
OFFICE MANAGER

DARLA WHITE, MSDARLA WHITE, MScc
OUTREACH & COMMUNICATIONS

WHALE TRUST TEAM UPDATES



 WHALE TRUST FINANCIAL REPORT*
FY 2018-2019

Research & Education Programs
Administration & Management
Fundraising

Educational Events
Contributions 
Individual and Foundations
Fundraising Events
Other Income (2%)
Book Sales, Films, Whale Watches, Dividends

Individual Contributions
Private Foundations
Community Foundations

YEAR IN PHOTOSYEAR IN PHOTOS 
(FULL IMAGES ON PAGE 3)

Humpback fluke after a breach, with Lahaina in 
the background. Research Photographer Charles 
“Flip” Nicklin celebrated his 40th season studying 
humpback whales in Maui in 2019.
PHOTO: FLIP NICKLIN/MINDEN PICTURES. NMFS PERMIT #19225.

Pair of breath holding (male/female) humpbacks 
rest in the waters of the Auau Channel off 
Maui, HI. 
PHOTO: RALPH PACE/MINDEN PICTURES. NMFS PERMIT #19225.

A curious humpback whale calf with mother 
nearby (lower left) off Maui, HI.
PHOTO: FLIP NICKLIN/MINDEN PICTURES. NMFS PERMIT #19225.

Dr. Jim Darling listens for humpback whale 
song. Thanks to Jim’s efforts to collect songs 
annually, Whale Trust houses the largest 
historical archive of humpback song.
PHOTO: FLIP NICKLIN

Dr. Meagan Jones Gray (right) mentors 
research assistant Haley Robb (left), a 
graduate student who has worked with the 
Whale Trust team for more than 12 years.
PHOTO: FLIP NICKLIN

Research photographer Ralph Pace 
(foreground) captures research images under the 
direction of Flip Nicklin in his fourth season of 
working with the Whale Trust research team. 
PHOTO: MEAGAN JONES GRAY

“Sailing Sally,” a female humpback displaying 
a relatively rare behavior known as “sailing.” 
In these situations, the whale, a mom in this 
case, performs a headstand — with the head 
underwater and the tail held above the water for 
extended periods. 
PHOTO: RALPH PACE/MINDEN PICTURES. NMFS PERMIT #19225.

INCOME 
$455,302 

EXPENSES  
$462,898 

*Unaudited financial report. Voluntary non-profit audit to be completed in 2020.  
See previous financial audits at whaletrust.org/financials.
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Learn the latest in marine research from marine biologists and conservationists, and experience stunning 
visuals from world-renowned photographers and videographers!
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“Photography invites you into a world of wonder and 
anticipation, where it’s no longer about the camera but about 
being in the moment. And living in the moment is what life is 

about. Live one day at a time, and make it a masterpiece.” 
-Ralph Lee Hopkins

WHALE TALES PHOTO EXPEDITIONSWHALE TALES PHOTO EXPEDITIONS
Join Lindblad Expeditions Director of Photography, Ralph Lee 
Hopkins for a Whale Tales Photo Expedition! These intimate 
workshops, limited to 10 participants, will provide you with a 
unique and in-depth experience to learn and explore some of the 
key elements of nature photography with whales as your muse.  
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