




In 2018, Whale Tales lost a beloved and dedicated member 
of our ohana, Mrs. Brenda Livingston. Brenda started 
whale-watching 30 years ago out of Provincetown, on Cape 
Cod. Twenty-fi ve years ago she began her annual trips to 
Maui and started whale watching by going on the larger 
boats from Lahaina. Aft er each whale watch trip, Brenda 
was always excited to detail the experience. She learned 
a lot about whales over the years and they truly became 
her passion. She enjoyed the presentati ons and speakers 
at Whale Tales each year and believed that the event 
off ered the best way for people to become aware of the 
importance of protecti ng the Pacifi c humpbacks.

Brenda began her involvement with Whale Trust in 2007 
aft er att ending sessions at Whale Tales (then Whale Quest) 
and then started volunteering in 2009. Brenda and her 
husband Richie became Whale Tales sponsors a couple 
years later. Brenda’s dedicati on was an inspirati on and 
her warm smile helped make the entry to Whale Tales 
welcoming. Brenda will be very missed at Whale Tales this 
year by all who knew and loved her! 

Larissa Treese joined Whale 
Trust in October 2018 as our new 
Communicati ons and Outreach 
Coordinator to expand Whale 
Trust’s outreach programs, 
manage the Whale Tales educati on 
program, and support our 
incredible team of volunteers. 

Larissa joins Whale Trust with 
nearly 20 years of animal 
husbandry and conservati on 
experience. Larissa worked at 

Maui Ocean Center for more than 12 years in aquarist and 
educati on roles, with the last 7 years as Head Aquarist. 
During her tenure, Larissa helped lead the Maui Ocean 
Center’s coral miti gati on pilot project in partnership with 
the State of Hawai’i, facilitated the annual green sea 
turtle release community event, and designed exhibits 
throughout the aquarium. Larissa was born on Kauai 
and has called Maui home for more than 13 years aft er 
moving from Southern California. She appreciates the 
culture, diversity, and aloha spirit the island of Maui 
off ers to those who live and visit here. Larissa feels most 
comfortable in the water and is currently working on her 
Dive Master SCUBA Certi fi cati on. 

WELCOME TO THE BOARD!
Brad Eichhorst, MD

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

WELCOME TO THE TEAM!

In Memory of Brenda Livingston

Larissa Treese

Brad Eichhorst, M.D., is a Minnesota nati ve who 
majored in biochemistry at the University of Minnesota 
and completed his medical training at Mayo Clinic 
College of Medicine & Science. Aft er joining the 
staff  of Mayo Clinic, Brad served as Chairman of 
the Department of Family Medicine at Mayo Clinic 
Scott sdale and directed the implementati on of one 
of the fi rst paperless electronic record systems. In 
1996, Brad left  clinical practi ce to join Epic Systems 
Corporati on and spent the next 16 years promoti ng the 
development and use of computerized health records. 
He reti red from Epic in 2012 as Vice President for 
Clinical Informati cs. Brad and his wife, Sherry, have been 
regular whale season visitors to Maui since the early 
90’s and became Maui residents following reti rement. 
They divide their ti me between Maui and Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

WT: AS A BOARD MEMBER, HOW DO YOU HOPE TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS AND FUTURE OF WHALE 
TRUST? 
BE: Whales are cool! But more than that, the survival 
of life as we know it depends on the health of their 
home, the ocean. Understanding that environment and 
the creatures that live there is criti cal to all of us who 
share Earth. I stand ready to use my ti me and energy in 
any way that is needed and in parti cular, hope that my 
skills and experience in informati on technology can be 
an asset to the conti nued growth and success of Whale 
Trust.

WT: TELL US ABOUT ONE OF YOUR FAVORITE WHALE 
MOMENTS, ENCOUNTERS, OR EXPERIENCES.      
BE: I’d have to say my very favorite moments came 
watching a group of humpbacks bubble net feeding on 
the Whale Trust Photo Expediti on in Alaska this summer. 
The chance to watch a large group of whales feeding 
cooperati vely was simply awesome!

WT: WHAT IS ONE THING YOU HOPE WE CAN LEARN 
MORE ABOUT WHALES?     
BE: I hope that we can learn more about whale 
communicati on. How is it that the apparent learned skill 
of bubble net feeding has been communicated from 
Alaska to the Antarcti c? What role does whale song 
play and how is it coordinated across the humpback 
populati ons of the Pacifi c?
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“I learned about the Photo Expediti on during Whale Tales in 2016. The parti cipants talked 
about how fun it was and I put myself on the list for the following year. This year (2019) will 
be my third Whale Tales Photo Expediti on and I’m already on the waitlist for the next Alas-
ka Expediti on! I remember one year at sunset when a whale came over to us and stayed 
under the boat for quite a while. We were all sti cking our cameras in the water and talking 
to the whale.  It was an I/Thou (Marti n Buber) moment -- we were mutually so aware of 
our connecti on and relati onship - despite being so diff erent. I think that’s what I love about 
being out watching whales so much. Whales are so foreign and yet there is a profound con-
necti on where the whale is in relati onship with us and we are in relati onship to the whale. I 
just really want to know what they are saying!”
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$10,000 - $25,000
Brad & Sherry Eichhorst
Dan & Angela Japha
Lindblad Expediti ons - Nati onal 
Geographic
Henry & Lk Louke
MacGillivray Freeman Films/One 
World One Ocean Campaign
Makana Aloha Foundati on
Princeton Area Community 
Foundati on/Allen & Ann Jones
Julie & Curti s Robb
Scot & Keely Sellers
Mary Forbes & Gary Terrell
Gunars & JoRene Valkirs
Garry Weber
George & Marie Weis
$5,000 - $9,999
Jan & Grady Booch
Bob & Linda Caldwell
Greg & Terry Cook
Brian & Leslie Davis
Digital Anarchy/Jim Tierney
Fluke Foundati on/Ms. Mary Whitney 
and Ms. Betsy Collins
Jack Gray & Carolyn Schaefer Gray
Gina Greer
Hawaii Ocean Project
Rick & Annie Hubbard
Allen & Ann Jones
William Kronenberg
Mark Lefk in
Sven-Olaf Lindblad & Kristi n 
Hett ermann
Karen & Stephen Lukas
Jim & Cathy Maxwell
Moglia Family Foundati on
Richard & Pamela Scott 
Jonathan Dee & Margaret Stone
Caryl Sweet
Rose & Jeff  Whitti  ngham
Linda & George Wilson

$1,000 - $4,999
Norm Augusti ne
Mike Avila
Janet Baines
Gary & Elizabeth Bannon
Marjorie Barton
Bendon Family Foundati on
Diane Birnbaumer
Mike & Diane Canney
Karyn & Pat Cochran
Ronald Cohn
Sandra & David Florence
Nancy Fulkerson
Helen Jean & David Hamernick
Jeff  & Marge Herbst
Makena Herget
William Hunnewell
Indian River Community Foundati on
The John Lazarich Foundati on
Drs. Stephen & Rachel Kent

Edward Lichtenberg & Betsy Aubrey
Brenda & Richard Livingston
Thomas & M’Lou Lytle
David & Arleen McGlade
Melissa & John Meier
Scott  Methvin & Michelle O’Haren
Christopher & Charlee Moore
Phylecia Platt e
R.E.A.P. Foundati on
Mr. & Mrs. G. Hunt Rounsavall
Gerrianne & Clyde Sakamoto
The Schmitz & Fromherz Family Fund
Shoemate Foundati on
Thomas & Anna Bain Slater
Richard & Maria Smith
Nancy & Rick Steff ens
Sandra & Earl Stoner
Judy Sturgis
Timken-Sturgis Foundati on
Fred & Jan Tompkins
Gail & Tony Vander Heide
John & Beth Werwaiss
$500 - $999
Susan Barnes
Courtney Brown
Ravi Bugga & Mariko Higashi
Theresa Daly
Gordon Firestein
Joan Greenfi eld
Lawrence & Beverly Herrlinger
Jonathan Kingston
John Kuosman
John Lannucci
Susan & Leo Lapito
Fabienne (Fee) Lapostolle
Jennifer Leyen
Alice Litt on
John & Rosemary Lowenberg
Jackie & Rodney Lyons
Gayle & Michael Merkle
Patrick & Patricia Muffl  er
Louisa Shelton
Emily Taylor
Communiti es Foundati on of Texas
Lili Townsend
Trilogy Excursions
Jean Ueltschi
Maureen Welton
$250 - $499
Suzanne Bieser
Vicki Boardman
Bill Bodinger
Guadalupe Cohn
Ben Garland
Bonnie Gerlach
Patricia Harrington
D. Joy Howell
G Frederick & Susan W Kasten
Bruce Keene
Diana & Gordon LaBedz
Linda Love & Michael Williams
J. Graem Mac Letchie III & Beryl C. 
Mac Letchie

Tom Reed & Judy McCorkel
Dorothy McCoy
James & Elisabeth McNevin
Constance Mescher
John Owen
Lori Quay
Patricia Quistgaard
Dave & Judy Roberts
Ellen Sirot
Kelly Snavely
Witney Stevenson
Janis W. Von Thaden
Jenn Welch-Brown
MJ Williamson
Marilyn Wright
WHALE WATCH PARTNERS
Captain Steve’s Raft ing Adventures
Gemini Sailing Charters
Hawaii Ocean Raft ing
Lahaina Cruises
Luckey Strike Charters
Makai Adventures
Maui Adventure Cruises
The Jayhawk
Trilogy Excursions
Ulti mate Whale Watch & Snorkel
IN KIND
Aloha Kayaks Maui
Barry and Irene McPhee
Cane & Canoe Restaurant 
Captain Jack’s Island Grill
Clyde and Penny Wakida
Cool Cats
Dawn Jones
Designing Wahine Emporium
Douglas Hoff man
Drift wood
Ho’omana Spa
Holo Holo Surf
Hui No’eau Visual Arts Center
Humble Market Kitchin
Islands by Jeff 
Kathleen Alexander
Keani Jewelery
Lena’s Salon & Spa
LUSH
Mala & Honu Restaurants
Mark and Jeri Robinson
Marty Wolff 
Maui Arts & Cultural Center
Maui Cookie Lady
Mill House Maui
Moana Glass
MTI Adventurewear
Nick’s Fish Market
Nicole Sharer Events
Phylecia Platt e
Punakea Palms
Richard DiGiaccomo
Roy’s
Sarento’s On the Beach
Sherri Reeve Designs 
Son’z Steakhouse

Susan Wallace Barnes
Tad and Cindy Luckey
The Face Place Wailea
The Mercanti le
The Jayhawk
The Spa at the Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua
Tradewinds Gallery
Willow Stream Spa at the Fairmont 
Kea Lani
EVENT PARTNERS
Adam Quinn
Audio Visual Services Hawaii
Bryan Berkowitz
CJ’s Deli and Diner
Disneynature
Get Fit with Jodelle
Hawaii Marine Mammal Consorti um
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
Nati onal Marine Sanctuary
Hui O Ka Wai Ola
Hyatt  Regency Maui Resort and Spa
Kelly Snavely
Kohola Brewery
Kohola Gallery
MacGillivray Freeman Films
Maui Nui Marine Resource Council
Maui Ocean Center
Maui Print Works
Moana Glass
Nati onal Geographic Fine Art 
Galleries
NHNZ
Nicole Sharer
NOAA Fisheries Maui Marine 
Mammal Response Program
Oceanwide Science Insti tute
Ralph Lee Hopkins
Raw Elements
Raw Love Sunscreen
Silverback Films
South Maui Fish Company
Sustainable Island Products
The Keiki Kohola Project
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua
Wailea Wine
Whale Watch Magazine
ARTIST PARTNERS
Chelsea Kohl Digital Art
Douglas Hoff man Photography
Marty Wolff  Photography
Moana Glass by Ryan Staub
Sherri Reeve Designs

WHALE TRUST DONORS AND EVENT SPONSORS
September 2017 - September 2018

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
Jan Booch, Photo Expediti on Parti cipant & Whale Tales Sponsor

Thank you to our generous donors, sponsors, and partners for investi ng in Whale Trust’s research and educati on programs! 
W� ��� �� �������� ��� ���� �������.
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Many thanks to all of our 
anonymous and cash donors!

Every eff ort has been made to ensure accuracy of this list. 
If you noti ce an error, please contact our offi  ce at 

(808)572-5700.  Whale Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organi-
zati on (Tax ID: 91-2144632). All donati ons are tax deducti ble 

to the extent allowable by law. 

Bryan Berkowitz



Whale Tales 2018 Presenti ng Sponsors: Makana Aloha 
Foundati on and MacGillivray Freeman Films. Your 
generous contributi on brought this beloved event to Maui 
for the 12th year! 
Premier Sponsors: Lindblad Expediti ons - Nati onal 
Geographic for donati ng the ever-popular aucti on item at 
Whale Tales, a trip for two to the Galapagos as our annual 
featured silent aucti on package. 
Hyatt  Regency Maui Resort and Spa for donati ng the 
space to host Family Day 2018.
Whale Tales Benefi t Whale Watch Partners: Captain Steve’s 
Raft ing Adventures, Gemini Sailing Charters, Hawai’i Ocean 
Raft ing, Lahaina Cruises, Maui Adventure Cruises, Trilogy 
Excursions, Luckey Strike Charters,  and Ulti mate Whale 
Watch. 
Kohola Brewery for your partnership and support! 
Lee James and Ulti mate Whale Watch for partnering with 
us on the Whale Tales Photo Expediti ons! 
Sherri Reeve Designs for your amazing Whale Tales 2018 
t-shirt design.
Curti s Robb and Haley Robb for helping secure our boats! 
Wren Shiffl  er for jumping in with enthusiasm and positi vity 
to support and coordinate Whale Tales volunteer team.
Jackie Moff ett  for your design skills, volunteering your event 
experti se, and keeping all of us dancing.
Linda Wilson for your dedicati on and words of 
encouragement.
Deb Caswell for opening your home for a celebrati on when 
the weather turned!
Whale Trust Support Team for managing our boats, 
equipment, research house, and vehicles: Barry and Irene 
McPhee, Ron and Diane Roos, Tad and Cindy Luckey, Mark 
and Jeri Robinson, Clyde and Penny Wakida, Lee James 
(Ulti mate Whale Watch), Kitt y, and Steve Juarez (Hawaiian 
Raft ing Adventures).
Magen Schifi liti for organizing and delivering the Whale 
Tales Educati on Program to West Maui schoolchildren.
Chelsea Kohl for your contributi ons and for building a new 
outreach partnership on behalf of Whale Trust.
Heather Spillane for volunteering ti relessly in the days 
leading up to Whale Tales.
Randy Puckett  for sharing the Whale Trust story with 
customers and friends.
Jill Mickelson for helping to build partnerships and 
coordinati ng the Whale Tales benefi t whale watches.
Brad Eichhorst for helping us migrate into a new era of 
technology integrati on and improved effi  ciency. 
Sandra Florence for sharing your ideas and enthusiasm and 
for introducing new friends to Whale Trust and Whale Tales!
Tim Goekin for jumping in with a smile wherever needed.
Whale Tales Volunteers who give generously of ti me and 
energy: Amy Frate, Ananda Stone, Anke Kuegler, Barry 
McPhee, Bob Harris, Breanna Arntz, Brenda Livingston, 
Cathy Maxwell, Christi ne Lamb, Cindy Provost, Cindy 
Sanders, Connie Sutherland, D. Joy Howell, Danielle Enright, 
David Hamernick, David Larwood, Ed Taylor, Francis & Gary 
Glover, Frannie Coopersmith, Gail Richard, Gail Vander 
Heide, Gary Brown, Gerry Brown, Gretchen Rauchwarter, 
Haley Robb, Heidi Henschel, Helen Jean Hamernick, Hilary 
Kemsley, Irene McPhee, Jackie Lyons, Jeep Dunning, Kelly 
Snavely, Konnie Fox, Larry Boysen, Laura Larwood, Laura 
Lodato, Laura Taylor, Laurie Larwood, Linda Winn, M’Lou 
Lytle, Marcus Richter, Marilyn Wright, Marti n Morey, Mary 
Gridley, Mary Tellez, Megan Nolan, Michelle Baringer, 
Mikayla Morey, Ned Snedeker, Roberta Osborn, Robin 
Johnson, Sherry Eichhorst, Sue Milligan, Tom Lytle, and Tony 
Vander Heide. We couldn’t do it without you.

Mahalo! 
PEOPLE WHO MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE
Ralph Lee Hopkins

Each winter since 2016, Lindblad Expediti ons Director of 
Photography Ralph Lee Hopkins has given generously of his ti me and 
energy to host the annual Whale Tales Photo Expediti ons! We are so 
grateful for Ralph’s partnership and honored to have him share more 
about his interest and commitment! 

WT: HOW DID YOU BECOME INVOLVED WITH WHALE TRUST?
RLH: Flip Nicklin gets the credit. He invited me to visit Maui during 
whale season. We’ve worked together in Alaska and Baja for years 
on expediti on ships, so he knew I’d get hooked. It’s an honor to 
return each year to spend ti me with whales, and with people who 
love and study them.

WT: HOW DID THE WHALE TALES PHOTO EXPEDITION BEGIN?
RLH: Whales are one of the most amazing and mysterious animals 
on our planet. Yet despite decades of study there’s sti ll so much we 
don’t know about them. More than ever it’s important to know all 
we can with warming oceans, polluti on, and increasing boat traffi  c. 

I believe there’s a huge ripple eff ect by inviti ng interested people 
to Maui for Whale Tales, the whale experience, and to meet the 
researchers. The more people learn, the more they will care, not 
just about whales, but about the oceans. The photos and videos 
they make they will share with others, hopefully inspiring others to 
care and come to Maui. Their support will help Whale Trust have 
conti nued success into the future.

There are few places in the world where whales are so close to 
shore and so accepti ng of whale watching boats. I wanted to share 
the experience and inspire others, knowing they would want to 
help support the research. I plan my year around coming to Maui 
for Whale Tales.

WT: TELL US ABOUT ONE OF YOUR FAVORITE WHALE 
MOMENTS, ENCOUNTERS, OR EXPERIENCES. 
RLH: I’ve been lucky enough to see whales around the world, from 
the Arcti c to the Antarcti c. My favorite moments are with the 
friendly whales, the curious individuals that choose to come close 
and look you in the eye. Spend enough ti me on the water and a 
45-foot long humpback might spyhop right next to your boat. But 
the number one moment was a breaching whale that was way 
too close. It was a full grown male, completely out of the water, 
towering above us. Luckily, he saw us and rotated away. The splash 
fi lled our boat knee-high with water, sloughed whale skin fl oati ng 
on the surface. It was thrilling, but I never want to be that close 
to a breaching whale again! And then there was the friendly gray 
whale in Baja California (Mexico) that lift ed our Zodiac out of the 
water. But that’s another story...

Contact the Whale Trust offi  ce to join Ralph on an upcoming expediti on!
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2018 Season Highlights

WHALE TRUST FINANCIAL REPORT
FY 2017-2018

Research & Education Programs
Administration & Management

Fundraising

EXPENSES
$395,571 

75%

22%

3%

Educational Events
Contributions 
Individual and Foundations

Fundraising Events
Other Income
Book Sales, Films, Whale Watches, Dividends

Individual Contributions
Private Foundations
Community Foundations

INCOME
$422,776

45%

26%

70%

24%

4%2% 29%

87 DAYS ON THE WATER
Combining research photography and videography, drone footage, 
photo-identi fi cati on, sound recording, and biopsy sampling we can 
analyze the health of the populati on and increase our understanding 
of the complex social behaviors of humpback whales.

PHOTO IDS
116 unique whale IDs
Photo-IDs are the common denominator for all studies of whale 
abundance, populati on biology, and behavior. 

HORMONE ANALYSIS
8 biological samples collected
The purpose of this ongoing research is to investi gate the mati ng 
strategies of females on the Hawaiian breeding grounds. We are 
interested in determining if the adult females paired with males 
were pregnant (and about to give birth) or not pregnant and about 

to mate. Pregnancy can be determined by analysis of the hormone 
levels in the blubber porti on of the sample. On the one hand we will 
be surprised if these females are pregnant – while on the other hand, 
if they are not pregnant where are the mothers-to-be?

HUMPBACK WHALE SONG
20 diff erent singers recorded
The purpose of this project is to determine the social functi on of 
humpback whale song on breeding grounds. Each winter, Whale Trust 
researchers record humpback whale songs from November through 
April in Hawaii. The season was divided into three periods; early 
(January), mid (February) and late (March) with 6, 7, and 7 singers 
recorded in each period respecti vely. Our objecti ve is to determine 
if there is more similarity of song within each period than between 
the periods. This study compares songs sung at diff erent ti mes in one 
locati on to determine how the song changes over the season.

EDUCATION
2018 Outreach Highlights

WHALE TALES 2018
14 Internati onal Experts
550+ Att endees
14 Educati onal Whale Watch Trips with Experts

WHALE TALES EDUCATION PROGRAM
5 Classroom Sessions at Three Schools
250+ Schoolchildren at Educati on Day

PHOTO EXPEDITIONS 2018
22 Photo Expediti on Parti cipants (Maui and Alaska)
SCIENCE+ART WHALE TAILS
48 Parti cipants in Four Seasons Classes (March and June/July)
STUDENT INTERNSHIPS/MENTORSHIPS
1 Student Intern
10 Undergraduate and 1 Graduate Student Mentees
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Whale Tales is a unique opportunity for the public to hear fi rst-
hand what marine scienti sts are studying and discovering about the 
ocean and its inhabitants. Our goal is to help people move beyond 
the delight of watching a whale breach to a place of understanding, 
awareness, and acti vism. Join us February 15-18 at The Ritz 
Carlton, Kapalua to learn the latest in marine research from marine 
biologists and conservati onists, and experience stunning visuals 
from world-renowned photographers and videographers!

WHALE  TALES 2019 FEB 15-18
UPCOMING EVENTS
Songs of the Pacifi c
at Sugar Beach Events  
Jan 5 2019

Trilogy’s Blue Aina
featuring  Flip Nicklin & Ralph Pace 
Jan 6 2019

Kohola Brewery 
Science Cafe
with Jim Darling 
Jan 9 2019

Kohola Brewery 
Science Cafe
with Ralph Pace 
Feb 6 2019

Sea Talk
at Maui Ocean Center 
TBD 2019

Whale Tales 2019
at The Ritz-Carlton Kapalua          
Feb 15-18 2019

Whale Tales Maui
Photo Expedition         
Feb 19-22  2019 & 
Feb 26-Mar 1 2019

CHECK WHALETRUST.ORG
FOR CURRENT EVENTS

PRESENTED BY

FOR EVENT REGISTRATION, FEATURED PRESENTERS, WHALE 
WATCH TICKETS, AND SCHEDULE OF EVENTS, VISIT 

WHALETALES.ORG

WHALE TRUST
PO BOX 243

MAKAWAO, HI 96768

808-572-5700

WHALETRUST.ORG

CONNECT WITH US
FACEBOOK

FACEBOOK.COM/WHALETRUST

INSTAGRAM
@WHALETRUSTMAUI

TWITTER
@WHALETRUST
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