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Want more  
up-to-date news on  

the happenings around Whale Trust?
  
Follow Whale Trust Maui on Facebook or sign-up for 
our quarterly e-newsletter and get the latest in whale 
news, science, and events. To join our mailing list, send 
an email to info@whaletrust.org or visit our website.

All whale photos taken under NMFS 
Permit #13846  

©  Flip Nicklin/Minden Pictures

February 12–15  
RITZ-CARLTON, KAPALUA

Free and Open to the Public

W
hale Tales, the 10th edition, will be coming to the Ritz-Carlton, 
Kaplaua from February 12 -15th, 2016. Since its inception 
in 2006, Whale Tales (formerly Whale Quest Kapalua) has 

reached over 10,000 people, raised over $430,000 for whale research on 
Maui, and brought whales up close and personal into classrooms around 
Maui. 

“While there are other whale events held on Maui each year, what makes 
Whale Tales special and unique is the sense of community surrounding the 
event,” says Meagan Jones, Executive Director of Whale Trust. “Whale Tales 
isn’t about just one organization. At its heart, Whale Tales symbolizes the 
spirit of collaboration within Maui’s whale research community.”

This year will feature the Maui premiere of Humpback Whales 3D,  
presentations on current issues, including the impact of climate change  
and recovering populations of humpbacks on herring populations in 
Alaska, new revelations into the nature of long-term relationships in  
humpback whale societies, and some of the intriguing stories emerging 
about humpbacks interfering with attacks by killer whales on other species. 
For a complete schedule or to learn about how you can sponsor this event, 
please visit whaletrust.org. 
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15

‘HUMPBACK WHALES 3D’:  
IMAX MAKES A SPLASH IN THEATERS WORLDWIDE
Directed by MacGillivray Freeman Films, presented by Pacific Life, and 

narrated by Ewan McGregor, Humpback Whales 3D, features the research 

of Whale Trust. Reaching over 500,000 people in the first 3.5 months, the 

film has already hit forty-nine  theaters in six countries and swept the 

IMAX industry awards winning Best Film of the Year.  We all agree that this 

film is meant for families. Indeed, the goal of 

the film is to educate and inspire the 

next generation to care about the 

ocean. We hope it succeeds!



NUZZLING UP TO A SINGER WILL NOT HELP YOU WITH SHARKS
Whale Trust recently provided humpback whale songs to the TV show, MythBusters. 

These songs were intended as  ‘control’ 

sounds in a test of the myth that killer whale 

calls broadcast by a diver would chase sharks 

away.  Well -- neither the playback of killer 

whale calls or humpback whale song had 

any impact on the sharks at all. Myth busted! 

On the other hand, when they released the 

essence of a dead shark into the water the 

sharks disappeared in moments. 

WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF WHALE  
RESEARCH?

With your help, Whale Trust was able to offer 

mentorship, field assistance, and financial support 

to students on Maui, Arizona, and Canada. 

YALYR ASTUDILLO-SCALIA
Raging Hormones! Yalyr Astudillo-Scalia wants 

to help us discover if changes in the behavior 

of humpback whales are affected by fluctuating 

hormone levels during the breeding season. Is that 

why some males appear more aggressive – chasing 

and charging around a female – while others simply 

lie stationary next to her? Is that why some females 

try to escape males and some seek them out? 

Whale Trust initially began this project in concert 

with Makana Aloha Foundation 

and Lahainaluna High School 

several years ago, and we are thrilled to have a doctorate student 

onboard to help lead this effort.  As well as collecting the samples, 

Whale Trust was able to cover the costs of Yalyr’s preliminary  

analysis at the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) laboratory 

in San Diego. The preliminary results look promising – certainly 

promising enough to  continue. Why is this important? Understand-

ing whale hormones will provide insight and context into many  

behavior patterns, and may eventually help us to determine  

pregnancy or estrus cycles in humpback whales. 

BENJAMIN YOUNGSON 

The Acoustic Sense!  Thanks to your support, Whale Trust  

was able to provide funds for Benj, currently a student at the 

University of Victoria, to attend a weeklong sound analysis 

course at Cornell University this fall. This intensive workshop 

not only provided him the opportunity to learn the use of 

sound analysis software, but also provided an excellent  

opportunity for him to mix with students with similar goals 

from around the world, as well as the graduate students and 

instructors at this world class bioacoustics facility. 

research & education
MYSTERY SOUNDS

I
magine hearing a heartbeat in the ocean … Over the years, we have  

spent thousands of hours listening to humpback whales on their  

breeding grounds. Most of the listening has involved whale song –  

where males pump out a complex sequence of sounds and phrases that 

they repeat – while updating and changing them over geographical space 

and time. Squeals, screams, whistles, burps, grunts and throbs are not  

uncommon either and are usually produced in the midst of male  

competition over females. Of course their spectacular breaches and  

acrobatic behaviors also produce distinctive percussive sounds. 

But, in the last ten years, we have sporadically and opportunistically 

recorded sounds that are categorically different from all of these other 

sounds. Imagine hearing a heartbeat in the ocean – that is the easiest way 

to describe these sounds without playing them for you. The sounds are so 

subtle that they are only heard under the best of conditions – when the 

ocean is at its quietest. Even then, you question whether you actually heard 

something or not. It’s that kind of sound. 

Over the last decade, we have been able to measure these very low  

frequency sounds and found that they fall within the 40Hz range (the  

lowest range of human hearing is 20Hz). So they are just above our hearing 

but compared to the other sounds humpbacks make (in the 1000-4000Hz 

range), they are just barely audible – and easily masked by boats, waves, or 

the background buzz of the oceans. 

Although our first recognition of this sound was in 2005, it wasn’t until 

2013 that we became convinced that humpback whales were actually  

making these mystery sounds. On one extraordinarily quiet morning, a 

male-female pair of adults spent about half an hour circling our stationary 

research boat, and left us with a very high quality example of these sounds. 

It was then we decided to go public and report the presence of these 

sounds in a science journal to encourage future discovery and exploration. 

The use of low frequency sounds is common in large whales and other 

land animals, such as elephants, which use infrasounds (sounds below  

human hearing) for communication over long distances. So it is not a huge 

stretch that humpbacks would be making them too. But with your support, 

we will be the first to report their potential existence in humpbacks. 

What lies ahead? The next step is to verify that the whales (and not some 

other coincidental sound source in the ocean) are producing the sounds; 

and, if part of the repertoire of this species, to decipher the role they play 

in humpback whale societies. Are males or females or making these sounds? 

Are the sounds related to reproduction? To read the full article and to hear 

the sounds, visit whaletrust.org.

GET  INVOLVED!
Teeing Off For Whale Research – Saturday, January 30, 2016

Join Whale Trust for our annual whale of a golf tournament on Saturday, January 30, 2016! Sponsored by Mercedes-Benz of Maui 

and hosted by the King Kamehameha Golf Club, this years’ tournament is sure to surpass the last. With stunning bi-coastal views, 

scramble competition format, lunch in the stunning Frank Lloyd Wright clubhouse, cash prizes for men’s and women’s teams, and a 

new Mercedes on display for a lucky hole-in-one, it promises to be an exciting day on the course. To find out more about sponsorship 

opportunities and to register your team, please contact Program Coordinator, Emily Machernis at emachernis@whaletrust.org.

Love Whale Photography and Want to Learn from the Pros? 
February 9 – 12, 2016 	 SOLD OUT!

Our first Whale Tales photo expedition led by Lindblad Expeditions Director of Photography, Ralph Lee Hopkins, sold out. Featuring a 
four-day exclusive photography seminar and whale watching experience off Maui, Hawaii, the workshop includes five private 3-hour 
whale watches with shuttle to/from hotel, daily photo seminars, welcome dinner with National Geographic contributing photographer 
Flip Nicklin, event pass and VIP seating at Whale Tales, invitation to Whale Tales closing reception, daily continental breakfasts, and 
option for a special room rate at the Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua for the week. All profits will support the research and education programs 
of Whale Trust. Stay tuned ... We hope to offer this special workshop again next year.

Views from the boat or underwater often offer only fleeting glimpses of whales -- making it challenging 

to piece together the complex dynamics happening within larger whale groups.  Drones have unlimited 

potential for researchers to document and record whale behavior, collect age/size data on individuals, 

and even collect information on the gender, health, and reproductive state of the whale. 

HUMPBACK WHALES 3D

Help  Expand our Support of Whale Research in Hawaii  
Whale Tales 2015 raised $68,000 for five organizations dedicated to  

conducting whale research around Hawaii!  
Help us do it again!   

This year our goal is to raise at least $70,000. If we do, Whale Tales will have  
contributed over half a million dollars towards whale research in Hawaii.  

Sponsorships start at $100. Please visit our website or contact  
Meagan at mjones@whaletrust.org for more information.

 Grammy Award-Winning Musician, John Cruz, Helps Raise $30,000 For Whale Trust

August 15th was a night to remember for those attending Whale 

Trust’s sold-out summer benefit at Lumeria Maui. With musical  

performances by Sierre Carrere, Grammy winner, John Cruz, and 

special guest, Mick Fleetwood – fun was had by all! Over 50 local  

businesses and artists contributed to this special evening that helped 

raise nearly $30,000 for Whale Trust’s research and education  

programs. Special thanks to Lumeria Maui, Fleetwood’s on Front 

Street, John Cruz, Sierra Carrere and all of our many sponsors,  

guests, and dedicated volunteers.

Yalyr labels a skin and blubber 
sample collected in the field for 
hormonal analysis. 

A male humpback releases a stream of bubbles from 
its blowholes, possibly to block access from other 
males, while a female lies at the ocean surface  
slapping her pectoral fins on the water. 

This male-female adult pair spent half an hour circling our stationary research boat, and left  
us with a very high quality example of these mystery sounds.
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Donor Spotlight! 
Special thanks to Allen and Ann Jones, Nancy and Hamilton Harris, Garry 
Weber, David and Arlene McGlade, and many others for helping us to purchase 
our new (but gently used 2001) 26’ Glacier Bay Catamaran for research off Maui! 

UP AND DOWN WITH OUR DRONES!
Whale Trust has been on the forefront of experimenting with  

drones over the last few years, and has one of the only federal  

research permits in Hawaii to use them over whales. 

Unfortunately for researchers, last February the FAA declared all 

non-governmental research as ‘commercial’, requiring commercial 

licenses and exemptions for the use of drones for research purposes. 

While recreational drone use is allowed, using drones to collect  

research data outside of the government is currently prohibited.  

A law firm has offered to represent us to help obtain an exemption  

for our research but the outcome remains unclear. We hope that the  

exemption will be granted before 2016 and we will be able to resume 

our use of drones next winter. Stay tuned! 

Mahalo to the Following Businesses For Making a Difference

• The Hawaii Ocean Project for donating $6,000 to Whale Trust’s research program.

• Lumeria Maui for donating their spectacular venue for our John Cruz concert and fundraiser!

•  Lindblad Expeditions-National Geographic for donating a trip for two to Baja to  
    Whale Tales!

• Ocean Vodka and The Sheraton Maui for choosing Whale Trust as one of the non-profit  
   partners in the Ultimate OCEAN cocktail showdown!

• Jayhawk Charters for donating their yacht for our silent auction at Whales Tales and our   
   John Cruz event.

•  Mercedes-Benz, Maui for their continued support of our annual golf tournament.

M A H A L O

Volunteer Spotlight!

 We would like to extend a huge thank you to Laurie and Ken Clark for their unwavering  
volunteer support at each and every Whale Trust event this year! From Whale Tales to Ocean 
Vodka to the John Cruz benefit, Laurie and Ken have jumped into each event with such  
willingness and enthusiasm to help wherever needed. 

Special thanks to Tom and M’Lou Lytle! Tom is one of the behind the scenes heroes of 
Whale Tales. For those that know him, you know that he is always willing to do the job that 
no one wants to do (load, drive, and pack the u-haul) and always has a joke ready to make 
you laugh. We simply couldn’t do it without him! 

New Faces at Whale Trust
Welcome, Linda Caldwell! We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest board member, Linda 

Caldwell. A part-time resident of Maui since 1986, Linda has taught elementary school, owned a specialty  

advertising company, served as an event coordinator for the CU Boulder Chancellor’s office and been a sponsor  

of Whale Tales since it began. Now, Linda will bring her many talents, experience and bright ideas to  

our Board of Directors.  Linda, we are thrilled to welcome you aboard!

Welcome, New Staff Members! Tara Williams joined Whale Trust Maui last winter as our new Administrative Assistant.  

With a variety of administrative experience from medical offices to Harley-Davidson, Tara focuses on managing the daily flow  

of office tasks and our basic accounting needs. You can reach her at twilliams@whaletrust.org. 

Emily Machernis joins the team as our Program Coordinator. Emily has a biology degree from Colgate University, extensive 

event planning experience, and is thrilled to combine her love of marine science, special events, and education into her new  

position at Whale Trust. You can reach her at emachernis@whaletrust.org

Biology students at the University of Hawaii Maui  
College collect data on humpback whales off the  
coast of Maui (NOAA permit # 13846).
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Hawaii Ocean Project
Nancy and Hamilton Harris *

The John Lazarich Foundation *
Thomas and Janice Savidge 

Timken-Sturgis Foundation *
William Kronenberg *

Haleakala Bike Company
Holiday & Co.

Honey Girl Organics
Ho’omana Spa

Hurricane Boutique
Indigo Paia

Island Hot Glass
Jack Johnson

Jana Lee Aspin
Maui Executive Catering

Jewel Salon
Kelly Slater
Kiwi Johns

Kona Brewing Company
Kona Earth Coffee
Letarte Swimwear

Laulima Events & Catering
Lucia Maya 

Mahina Skin Care
Makai Prints

Mangala Yoga
Market Fresh Bistro
Maui Country Farms

Maui Dive Shop
Maui Hands

Maui Master Jeweler
Maui Whale Watch Magazine

MESH Yoga
Mieko Photography

Milagros Mexican Restaurant
O’o Farms

Olavine Spa & Salon
Olia Mel’nikova Jewelry

Paia Inn
Pakaloha

Paragon Salon
Sangrita Grill + Cantina

Pearl Butik
Pi Artisan Pizzeria

Pi’iholo Ranch Zipline
Polli’s Mexican Restaurant

Prai Skin Care
Prospect Paia
Rock & Brews
Sun and Sea

Sun-Dora Jewelry
Sweet Buttery Confections

Tamara Katz Design
The Outlets of Maui-Lahaina

The Pioneer Inn
Veg Out

Volcano Spice Company
Wailea Massage & Body Care

Waialua Soda Works
Whole Foods Maui

Featured Artist Partners
Douglas J. Hoffman Photography

Evan Schauss/Distinctive Art Glass
The Whales of Randy Puckett

Sherri Reeve Gallery
Marty Wolff Fine Art Photography

Wyland

* A portion or the entire donation came 
from Whale Tales 2015

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If you notice an error, please contact Tara Williams at twilliams@whaletrust.org. 

$1,000 - $4,999

Charles and Nancy Shoemate
Chris Moore and Charlee Rodgers

Colleen O’Shea Brady
Community Foundation of Louisville/ 

G. Hunt and Cynthia Rounsavall
David and Karen Williams

Debbie and Tom Woehler *
Dianne Lassen *
Barbara K. Mosle 

Bendon Family Foundation/ 
Dr. Jim and Susan Bendon*

Doug and Jill Schatz *
Dr. Clyde and Gerrianne Sakamoto *

Dr. Jeffrey and Marge Herbst *
Dr. Patrick and Patricia Muffler *

Dr. Terry Smith and Dr. Deborah Dorsey *
Edward S. Lichtenberg and  

Betsy Aubrey *
Elliot and Diane Feuerstein

Fred and Jan Tompkins *
George and Linda Wilson *
George and Marie Weis *

Heather Menzies *
Helen Jean and David Hamernick *

Henry and Sandy Rice
Indian River Community Foundation/

Sandy and Randy Rolf
Janet Baines

Jeff and Darlene Anderson *
Jimmy and Honey Bun Haynes

Joan Greenfield
John and Rosemary Lowenberg Sr.

Judy Sturgis*
The Quill Group/Martin and Karen Quill

Mary Anne and Nam Le Viet*
Michael and Barbara Resmo

Michael Estes/Marisha Chilcott *
Michael Williams and Linda Love

Mick Fleetwood
Moglia Family Foundation/ Joe Moglia 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Slater
Ocean Vodka

Raymond and Jean Summers
Robert and Linda Caldwell*

S. Reeve Designs*
Sandra Florence *

Robert and Carolyn Stoner
Savitt Family Foundation

Scott Methvin and Michelle O’Haren *
The Fluke Foundation

The Red Cabin Foundation Trust/Tamar 
Chotzen Goodfellow

The Schmitz-Fromherz Family Fund
Thomas and M’Lou Lytle *

Werwaiss Family Charitable Foundation/
Beth and John Werwaiss

$500 - 999
Alan and Anne Feld

Amy and Taylor Beattie
Beverly and Lawrence Herrlinger

Cathy and James Maxwell

Courtney Brown
Dr. John Mills And Debra Morrill

Frederick and Susan Kasten 
Keith Hensley

Ken and Laurie Clark *
Kent Levy

Marjorie Barton *
Mike Clair and Audrey MacLean

Nadia G. Nichols *
Pacific Life Foundation *
Rob and Louisa Shelton

Robert and Sophie Greeno *
Rodney and Jackie Lyons *
Samuel and Kathryn Hayes

Stuart Wisotzky
Tony Kozy

Wendy B. Walsh

$100 - $499
Anita Reith
Bill Hartleb

Bob Ragains
Brad Morris *

C. Preston Shackelford and John B. Todd
Carol Dick

Carole B. Eisenhart*
Cathleen Daly *

Cinnamon Rainbow Surf Company
Coralie Willett

Darrell Champion
Darryl Vigneux
David Hudson

Deborah Duesler *
Deborah Gouailhardou

Dennis and Dorothy Simanaitis
Dennis and Glenda Whiting *

Dianna and Kim Kirkevold
Dr. Fredrick and Melissa Sands 

Dr. John and Maribeth Klobuchar 
E. Steven and Diane Sonneberg *

Gayle and Mike Merkle *
George Banta

Grant Shoemaker
Gwen Schuster 

Howard Hall Productions
Art and Janis Von Thaden

Jeanne Dunning
Jeanne Hardie

Jeff and Mary Carlson
Jerry and Jackie Nesbitt
John and Maria Harber *

John O’Brien and Nancy Mitchell
Judy Atkins

Kathleen McCorriston
Kathryn Faber 
Linda Sparks

Mark and Charlene Jones
Mary Jane Upchurch

Mary Tellez
Michael Schumacher

Patricia Perfect *
Richard and Brenda Livingston *
Robin Reith and Angel Guzman

Rufus W. Murphy
Sarah Farrand
Susan Beall *

Theresa Daly
Tina Brown

Tom and Aileen Tobin *
William and Gail Brandt

$1 - $99
Barbara Stolzer

Ben and Jodelle Fitzwater
Diane Cadell *

Eric and Diane Lewis
Eden Zang

Frederick and Carrell Rankin *
Gordon Vogt *
Harry Parrell

Henry and Marcy Tenenblatt
James & Joy Howell
Jonathan Kingston

Michael and Joan Morris *
Mike and Gail Josephson

Peter and Carolyn Templeton
Ryan Sharp

Sara Gadarian
Sharlene McNeish

Many thanks to all  
anonymous donations 

In-Kind Sponsors
Barry and Irene McPhee
Captain Steve’s Rafting

Clyde and Penny Wakida
Diane and Ron Roos

Fleetwoods on Front St.
Gunars and JoRene Valkirs 

Hawaii Ocean Project
Hawaii Ocean Rafting

Hawaii Rafting Adventures
Jayhawk Yacht

John Cruz 
Lahaina Cruise Company
Lindblad Expeditions -  
National Geographic

Luckey Strike Charters/ 
Tad and Cindy Luckey 

Lumeria Maui
Mark and Jeri Robinson 
Maui Adventure Cruises
Mercedes-Benz of Maui

Minden Pictures
Photography by Bryan Berkowitz 

Phylecia Platte
Sierra Carrere

Swanzy Media and Photography
The Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua

Trilogy Excursions
Ultimate Whale Watch

Event Partners
Avis Car Rentals

Bianca Rose
Whale Song Project

Cesere Brothers Photography
Designing Wahine Emporium

A Beach Bunny Bakery
Elemental Herbs

Emily Grace Esthetics
Donut Dynamite

Fuzion Fit

$25,000 - $49,999
Allen N. and Ann L. Jones/Princeton Area 

Community Foundation
Makana Aloha Foundation * 

$10,000 - $24,999
Deborah and Michael Rybak *

Dr. and Mrs. Clinton W. Kelly, III *
Earl and Sandi Stoner*

Erdman Family Fund/C. Pardee and  
Betsy Erdman
Garry Weber *

Gunars and JoRene Valkirs*

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous

Community Foundation of Northern Colorado/
Tom and Jennifer Shoemaker Family Fund *

David and Arleen McGlade
George and Linda Wilson *

Greg and Terry Cook

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Allen Jones 

Board Chairman

Richard “Pat” Cochran, M.D. 
Vice President

Karyn Kunzelman Cochran 
Secretary

Ann “Frannie” Coopersmith  
Treasurer

Charles “Flip” Nicklin 
Co-Founder, Board Member

Debra Caswell 
Board Member

Linda Caldwell 
Board Member

Meagan Jones, Ph.D 
Co-founder, Executive Director

Sandra Stoner 
Board Member

ADVISORY BOARD 
Jim Darling, Ph.D.
Connie Sutherland

Dr. Ed Lane, III
Garry Weber
Jason Sturgis

Dr. Jeffery Herbst
Margaret Sears

july 1 2014- september 15, 2015
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