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he Whale Trust research program to date has

focused on behavior, social organization and

communication of humpback whales. These are
areas of study that, on one hand are typically the most
difficult to find funding from traditional institutions due
to the long time frames and exploratory nature, and on
the other hand are the most fascinating, the most likely
to provide critical insight into the nature of the animals
and their environment, and whose understanding is vital
to meaningful conservation and management programs.

Our study of humpbacks on the Hawaiian breeding

grounds had its beginnings in the late 1970s, where Jim
Darling and Flip Nicklin began some of the first studies
on living humpback whales. Questions that arose at that
time regarding the function of the humpback whale song
were still unresolved in the 1990s, and led to their

return to Hawaii in 1996 and the current research pro-

The younger study of female behavior and reproduc-
tive strategy delves into one of the least known, yet one
of the most important, aspects of humpback whale
behavior. This study focuses on the impact reproductive
status might have on female behavior patterns, includ-
ing association patterns and specific interactions with
males during the breeding season. There is little doubt
females come to Hawaii for the purpose of mating, and
theory would suggest they, in some way, “choose” the
fittest male available. This study will provide insight
into how they may achieve this objective, clearly criti-
cal to their reproductive success. The first stage of this
study, Meagan’s Ph.D work, involves one further field
season (2007) before final analysis and reporting.

Whale Trust is also assisting with two related studies
on humpback whales. The first is the description of a

newly discovered population of humpback whales in the




